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See MESSAGE, page 8

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

I’m only guessing, but 
Christmas is likely to be 
very different this year … 

and very much the same. The 
differences are based on what 
we can anticipate the coronavi-
rus will still impose on our lives 
in many parts of South Dakota.

Perhaps there will be small-
er gatherings for Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day worship in our church-
es. Perhaps there will be less travel by 
our friends and loved ones, resulting 
in smaller or non-existent Christmas 
gatherings. Perhaps there will be differ-
ent kinds of gift buying and gift giving, 
as we limit our trips into stores and 
increase our on-line shopping. 

Our outward celebrations likely won’t 
be as grand. In many cases, they’ll likely 
be more humble.

Let the more humble, outward celebra-
tion call to mind that the first Christ-
mas was so humble that it was virtually 
missed. A pregnant couple. Temporary 
lodging in a stable, due to a village 
being overcrowded because of a census. 
A manger bed for the newborn baby. 

So far, so humble.

It gets pretty wild after that! Shep-
herds. An angelic choir. The Good 
News that a Savior was born for the 
humble, smelly shepherds. The rush 
to the city of David by the shepherds. 

CHRISTMAS 2020 …
Different, yet the same

The shepherds’ discovery of the 
Baby, who is Christ the Lord.

Christmas is about this:
Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.  
— 1 Tim. 1:15 

Sinners are lowly. They sin. 
They curse, lust, steal, kill, lie 

and covet. They don’t help when they 
should help. Christ was born for such 
as these. 

Christ coming into the world to save 
sinners means that this Christmas, in 
the Year of Our Lord 2020, is the same 
as every other Christmas, despite the 

pandemic. “Same” is good because such 
sameness is what saves and brings joy. 
For every Christmas, in times of plenty 
and times of scarcity, in certain times 
and in uncertain times, we are celebrat-
ing the humble birth of our Savior for 
all people; for you, the poor, humble 
sinner that you are.

Pictured below is the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem. It is built over 
the traditional location of the birth of 
Jesus. Tourists flock to see it. But in or-
der to enter the church, one must bow 
slightly because the main entrance is 
only about three-to-four feet high (the 
entrance is near the head of the man 
in the turban, toward the middle of the 
picture).

During my visit there some years ago, 
I was struck that bowing was most ap-

The Church of 
the Nativity in 
Bethlehem is 
the oldest site 
continuously 
used as a 
Christian place 
of worship, 
and it’s the 
oldest major 
church in the 
Holy Land.
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First English closes its doors

Call Information
DECLINED
▶  Rev. Kevin Moore, Hope, Brewster, 

Wash., declined the call of pastor to Holy 
Cross/Trinity/Immanuel, Onida/Blunt/
Harrold, Sept. 18.

▶  Rev. Matthew Martin, Trinity, Reese-
ville, Wis., declined the call of pastor to 

Our Redeemer/Our Savior, Custer/Hill 
City, Sept. 30.

VACANCIES
▶ Aberdeen, St. Paul (assistant pastor)

▶ Aurora, First English
▶  Hill City/Custer, Our Savior’s/Our Redeemer
▶ Bethesda, Hot Springs
▶ Leola, St. Paul
▶ Zion, Mitchell (associate pastor)

▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, Holy Cross/ 

Trinity/Immanuel
▶ Sioux Falls, Faith (associate pastor)

▶ Sisseton/Waubay, Emmanuel/Zion
▶ White, Zion
▶  Winner/Hamill/Reliance, Christ/Zion/

Trinity
▶ Sioux Falls, Faith (associate pastor)

▶  Sisseton/Waubay, Emmanuel/Zion
▶ White, Zion
▶  Winner/Hamill/Reliance, Christ/Zion/

Trinity

First English, Aurora, was built 1923, and an addition was built in 2005.

Sandy Nigels, a member 
of Zion, receives the altar 

parament from Pastor 
Wurm. She then gave the 
parament to members of 

Risen Savior, Tea.

On what was a very bitter-
sweet day, First English 
Lutheran Church, Aurora, 

forever closed its doors on 
Sunday, Oct. 18, 2020, with a 
Service of Closing and Disposi-
tion of a Church Building. 

In the sermon, Rev. Matthew 
Wurm, pastor of Mount Calvary, 
Brookings, First English va-
cancy pastor and circuit visitor, 
emphasized that God’s Word is 
primary. Church buildings are 
very important because in them 
we baptize, hear God’s Word and 
receive the Lord’s Supper to-
gether, but ultimately buildings 
are of secondary importance.

Indeed! God will continue to 
bless His people of First English 
with His promises of forgive-
ness, life and salvation through 
Christ, albeit in the fellowship of 
another congregation. 

Of special note is that, even in 
closing, the congregation kept 
serving! Many of the church 
furnishings, as well as the  
organ, were donated to Risen 
Savior, Tea.

First English was established in 
1923 as a congregation of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod. They joined the LCMS 
in 1949. From 1969 until early 
2020, the congregation was a 

dual parish with Zion, White. 

We in the South Dakota District 
are grateful for First English’s 
partnership in the Gospel for 
several decades. We pray that 
God will continue to bless and 
keep the precious saints of First 
English.

‘Bittersweet day’
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Bicyclists ride to support life

The 2020 Bike for Life was held 
on a very windy Sept. 19. The wind 
presented a challenge for the six 
riders and two support vehicles.

The ride began at Faith Lutheran 
Church, Parkston. Before head-
ing out at 8 a.m., Faith members 
served the bicyclists breakfast. The 
bicyclists journeyed on to St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Freeman, and 
were served lunch and had time to 
rest before traveling on.

The bicyclists continued on to First 
English Lutheran Church, Parker, 
where they enjoyed another break 
and were served snacks and drinks. 
Four bicyclists then completed the 
final leg of the ride, ending at the 
Alpha Center in Sioux Falls. All the 
proceeds raised went to the Alpha 
Center to support its ultrasound 
ministry. 

Thanks go to the bikers that par-
ticipated; and Larry and Connie 
Miller and Randy and Julie Hinck-
ley, who drove the support vehicles. 
Also, thank you to everyone who 
has donated to this great cause. 
If you would still like to donate, 
checks can be made out to SESD 
Lutherans for Life and mailed to 
SESD Lutherans for Life, Box 265, 
Menno, SD 57045.
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Wanted: Ideas 
for convention banner

The LWML 39th 
Biennial Con-
vention will be 
held June 24-27 
in Lexington, 
Ky. The theme 
is “Running the 
Race…Looking 
to Jesus.” 
The women of the 
LWML Indiana, Ohio 
and Michigan districts are thrilled to welcome 
us to the convention. The banner procession-
al will set the tone for the convention as it 
beautifully expresses the convention theme 
and highlights the God-given talents of our 
districts. 

I know that there is a lady or group of ladies 
in our South Dakota District who will make 
a beautiful banner that incorporates the con-
vention theme and also shows the wonders 
of South Dakota. Please see the guidelines on 
making the banner at sdlwml.org. Scroll down 
to “Events” and click “LWML Convention.” 
Then click the “District Banner Information” 
link.

Please submit your ideas for the banner to me 
by Jan. 1.

We are also working on having a bus to take 
us to the convention. Registration informa-
tion will soon be given to the zone presidents. 

Please keep the host districts in your prayers 
as the planning proceeds for this convention.

patty’s ponderings christian life workshops

Patty Peters
LWML South Dakota 
District President

The LWML South Dakota 
District 2020 Christian Life 
Workshop was held at Mount 

Calvary, Huron, on Sept. 18; Faith, 
Sioux Falls, on Sept. 19; and Zion, 
Chamberlain, on Oct. 2. 

Our guest speaker was Rev. Dr. 
Peter Kurowski, pastor of St. John, 
Montrose, and Zion, Canistota, who 
spoke on “The God Who Showed 
Up — Jesus in the Old Testament.” 
Using 11 exhibits and featuring Old 
Testament readings, Pastor Pete 
showed how Jesus appeared as the 
angel of the Lord in the fiery fur-
nace, wrestling with Jacob, and as 
the talking donkey, to name a few. 
There were 200 prophesies in the 
Old Testament about our Lord, and 
at least 70 times we learned that 
the Savior appeared to people. 

Jesus found in the Old Testament is 

“the angel” as opposed to “an angel,” 
which refers to a messenger of God. 
Our inspiring workshop experience 
taught us that Jesus is not bound by 
time and space.

Pastor Pete also wrote a hymn titled 
“Jesus Came, His Heirs Adoring” 
about Jesus’ “wonderful work of 
redemption reaching back through-
out all history.”

Some comments from the ladies 
who attended the workshop includ-
ed:

▶  “Pastor Pete was so  
illuminating on Scripture 
truths.”

▶ “He is a pious scholar.”
▶  “Amazing new thoughts 

about how Jesus showed up.” 

Susan Buxcel
VP of Christian Life

CHRIST in the
OLD TESTAMENT

Rev. Dr. Peter 
Kurowski presents 
at the Christian Life 
Workshop at Mount 
Calvary, Huron, on 
Sept. 18.
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Rev. Clint O. 
Thorson
LWML District  
Counselor

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Right now, I imagine that the majority of you are spend-
ing much of your days preparing for the next big thing 
— Christmas. We have no more than recovered from 

Thanksgiving than we are off and running, changing decora-
tions, making arrangements for more company and finishing 
up the last of our shopping before the big day.

This time of year is so busy for everyone! What’s more is that 
there is this expectation that everyone and everything has to 
look and act a certain way. After all, it is the Christmas season, 
so we all ought to be cheery and put together, right? 

Well, not exactly. Make no mistake, I hope that you are joyful 
and that Advent and Christmas are enjoyable for you, but that 
doesn’t mean we must fake it or put on a false front. Re-

member why we celebrate Christmas: 
because Christ came to the world, took 
on flesh and suffered all things that hu-
mans normally suffer and more in order 
to redeem us from a fallen world. He 
came to us to meet us where we are. 

Christmas is not about making every-
thing just right or meeting some made 
up expectation. Instead, it is about 
hearing once again how Christ came 
into the world for you. He came, born 
of a virgin, in order to reach into the 
darkest reaches of your lives and pour 
forgiveness for your sins, heal your 
hurts and even give you eternal life. 

Though the world weighs on us, though 
sin saps our strength and though the 
devil deceives us bu=y trying to make 
us think we aren’t enough, especially 
at busy times like Advent and Christ-
mas, Christ came and proved all of that 
wrong.

Paul reminds that Christ is the power 
and wisdom of God that opposes and 
defeats the power and wisdom of the 
world (see 1 Cor. 1:23-24). Jesus came 
to reach into the busiest, most difficult 
parts of your life to heal you, to forgive 
you and to love you. That is the joy we 
live in and proclaim at Christmas.

In Christ • Pastor Thorson

Living 
in  

true joy
A blessed Advent  

season to all of you! 

G
et
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December is always a race at my house to get everything 
done for the holidays. It also reminds me that a new 
year is approaching and the application deadline to be 

a Young Woman Representative (YWR) and a Heart to Heart 
(H2H) leader is approaching. The deadline is Dec. 15, so 
please put on your racing shoes and apply.

If you are a young woman between the ages of 22 and 35 and 
have not previously attended a national LWML convention, 
here is an opportunity for you! We are looking for two YWRs 
to attend the LWML 39th Biennial Convention June 24-27 in 
Lexington, Ky. All expenses are paid, excecpt for souvenirs. 

Contact your group president if you or anyone you know would 
enjoy this opportunity. Applications for YWRs may be found at 
sdlwml.org. Find the link under “Special Focus Ministries.” Mail 
applications to Tina Lenz, 701 W. Shady Hill St., Sioux Falls, 
S.D. 57108 or email them to tmhoytlenz@yahoo.com. 

The leaders of the H2H Sisters want to motivate, equip, 
challenge and provide mentoring opportunities for women of 
diverse ethnic backgrounds to serve the church and participate 
in LWML activities, including Bible study and missions. We 
would love to have you attend the H2H leader training on be-
half of the South Dakota District during convention. Expenses 
are also paid, excluding souvenirs.

Applications for H2H leaders may be found at sdlwml.org. 
Find the link under “Special Focus Ministries.” Mail applica-
tions to Patty Peters, 215 W. 25th St. Sioux Falls, S.D. 57105 or 
email them to lwmlsdprespatty@gmail.com.

Also, please say a prayer for those who are considering being a 
YWR or H2H leader, that they may “run the race” with Christ 
and LWML.

Nyla Jurrens • V.P. Special Focus Ministries

YWRs, H2H leaders sought for national convention
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Dear friends in Christ, Merry 
Christmas!

I love Christmas, not just at 
Christmastime, but Christ-
mas itself; not just the idea 

of Christmas, but the very reality 
of it; not just the season, but the 
remembrance of a divine and 
historical event. 

Part of the fun and excitement of 
Christmas, I have found, is living 
in the irony that we celebrate 
something totally transcendent 
on only one evening and morning 
of the calendar year, as if it can all 
be contained in such a short span 
of time. We should marvel at this 
like we marvel at God putting on 
flesh and dwelling among us.

I must confess, at the risk of 
receiving negative email from 
some more sensitive to the litur-
gical calendar than myself, that I 
love putting up the full spec-
trum of Christmas decorations 
at home and in church early 
and leaving them up late. I love 
singing Christmas hymns before 
Thanksgiving and after Epipha-
ny, from the first snow until the 
spring thaw. In South Dakota, 
that can be a rather extended 
period of time! Even in my wood 
shop in the garage at home, I 
have Christmas lights lit and on 
display all year long.

I love Christmas for the rich the-
ology that it delivers, theology 
that most of you have learned 
over a lifetime, that the eternal 
and everlasting Word of God, 
Son of the Father, Jesus Christ 
Himself, was born to a virgin 
named Mary in order to fulfill 
ancient and powerful promises 
to rescue us from sin and death, 
promises made by the Almighty 
and according to His plan which 
transcends time and space even 
as He does. Joy to the world, 
now, and in the past, and even 
forever more! 

We will start 
2021 with 
guest author 
Joe Emery and 
the story of 
his family. His 
oldest children, 
Christian and 
Ethan are 
pictured above. 
Christian is in 
the Santa suit 
and Ethan is in 
the onesie and a 
bow. The image 
of the baby 
proclaimed as 
a gift inspired 
me to go in 
this direction. I 
pray Joe’s story 
inspires you.

I love that message and the one 
who saved us and the faith that 
He gave us so that we can live in 
that hope and joy. Apart from 
faith, there is no Christmas. 
Without Christmas there is no 
Easter, no incarnation, no resur-
rection. Faith is the tool that we 
have been given, by which we re-
ceive the gifts He gives. Without 
faith, there is no way to grasp or 
hold what the Father gives. With-
out faith, people are ignorant of 
the joy of Christmas and fear that 
message, or despise the season 
with mockery and contempt. 

That gives us compassion on 
those who fear the birth of a 
child and try to find their rescue 
in abortion. Just as one can only 
receive the gift of the Christ 
child by faith, so one can only 
receive the gift of any child by 
faith. We can not suppose to tell 
God what kind of gifts to give us 
any more than we can demand 
specifics from our family and 
friends. We love and trust our 

kin to bless us with thoughtful 
and fitting presents that will 
fulfill some purpose or need. So 
each child is a gift that God gives 
a mother and father. 

As I close out this year in articles 
and anticipate the next, I want 
to focus our work together on 
telling people about the gift giver 
so that they can receive the gifts 
He gives with joy. That will take 
faith. We can’t give that. Even 
that He offers freely, however, 
because faith comes by hearing 
His message. So I’ll ask for your 
help sharing His message by 
having you tell about the gifts 
He has given you — specifically 
the gifts of your children. 

Your friend and fellow worker, 
Pastor Chris Navurskis

Pastor Navurskis serves as pastor 
of Mount Calvary, Huron, and 
is life coordinator of the South 
Dakota District. He can be reached 
at pcnavurskis@gmail.com.

Rejoicing in our gift of children
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LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year–to–Date Report of Mission Receipts for the  
nine months ending Oct. 14, 2020, compared to the nine months ending Oct. 14, 2019

City, Congregation Comm.   2020  9 months  9 months         Avg/Per Comm. 
 Members   Intention 2020  2019             2020           2019 City, Congregation Comm.   2020  9 months  9 months         Avg/Per Comm. 

 Members   Intention 2020  2019             2020           2019

Circuit 1 – Aberdeen
Aberdeen, Our Savior  324  10,000  8,620  4,220  26.60  13.02
Aberdeen, St. John   88  12,500  11,826  12,299  134.39  139.76
Aberdeen, St. Paul  826  50,000  33,683  34,338  40.78  41.57
Andover, Zion  106  –  –  50  –  0.47
Britton, St. John  154  –  7,000  6,000  45.45  38.96
Columbia, St. John  106  7,750  5,813  –  54.84  –
Cresbard, Concordia  58  2,150  4,220  3,075  72.76  53.02
Doland, Redeemer  43  –  2,000  2,000  46.51  46.51
Ferney, St. Paul  162  –  4,119  –  25.43  –
Groton, St. John  299  10,000  5,948  10,273  19.89  34.36
Leola, St. Paul  48  500  –  –  –  –
Mansfield, Trinity  273  23,500  11,052  22,460  40.48  82.27
Redfield, Messiah  152  500  –  –  –  –
Stratford, St. Paul  43  4,000  3,000  4,000  69.77  93.02
Wecota, Immanuel  86  6,800  5,846  6,450  67.98  75.00
Circuit 1 Totals  2,768  $127,700  $103,127  $105,165  37.26  37.99

Circuit 2 – Watertown
Aurora, First English  31  1,000  1,010  619  32.58  19.97
Brookings, Mount Calvary  372  38,000  31,853  28,566  85.63  76.79
Brookings, Peace  236  –  8,300  1,370  35.17  5.81
Corona, Trinity  147  –  1,181  3,056  8.03  20.79
Flandreau, Redeemer  38  3,000  2,250  1,500  59.21  39.47
Milbank, Bethlehem  62  500  –  –  –  –
Milbank, Emanuel  569  23,375  8,051  11,210  14.15  19.70
Revillo, St. John  130  5,000  2,401  1,791  18.47  13.78
Sisseton, Emanuel  161  4,400  2,280  3,065  14.16  19.04
Watertown, Mount Olive  381  30,700  23,025  23,025  60.43  60.43
Waubay, Zion  118  –  5,293  3,322  44.86  28.15
White, Zion  78  –  1,103  1,973  14.14  25.29
Wilmot, Our Savior  173  4,500  1,630  2,568  9.42  14.84
Circuit 2 Totals  2,496  $110,475  $88,377  $82,065  35.41  32.88

Circuit 3 – Pierre
Blunt, Trinity  38  –  2,000  2,000  52.63  52.63
Draper, St. Paul  22  –  1,814  –  82.45  –
Gettysburg, Emmanuel  222  6,500  1,309  1,739  5.90  7.83
Harrold, Immanuel  20  600  600  –  30.00  –
Lebanon, Christ  23  300  –  –  –  –
Midland, St. Peter  40  –  1,910  2,447  47.75  61.18
Murdo, Messiah  75  3,000  2,071  2,207  27.61  29.43
Norris, St. John  68  2,500  480  110  7.06  1.62
Onida, Holy Cross  110  1,000  –  1,600  –  14.55
Pierre, Faith  1,488  45,000  33,750  33,750  22.68  22.68
Presho, Zion  95  1,500  –  1,500  –  15.79
Reliance, Trinity  39  –  –  –  –  –
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission –  –  753  1,238  –  –
Circuit 3 Totals  2,240  $60,400  $44,687  $46,591  19.95  20.80

Circuit 4 – Black Hills
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd  382  –  11,250  10,800  29.45  28.27
Creighton, Emmanuel  52  –  267  439  5.13  8.44
Custer, Our Redeemer  195  3,000  6,210  –  31.85  –
Deadwood, Grace  73  –  1,733  1,950  23.74  26.71
Hill City, Our Savior  23  –  –  –  –  –
Hot Springs, Bethesda  301  7,000  5,249  5,250  17.44  17.44
Philip, Our Redeemer  50  –  200  –  4.00  –
Rapid City, Bethlehem  447  26,930  22,442  24,345  50.21  54.46
Rapid City, Our Redeemer  120  2,100  1,635  1,585  13.63  13.21
Rapid City, Peace  522  21,000  18,729  14,591  35.88  27.95
Rapid City, Zion  869  19,000  15,500  9,500  17.84  10.93
Spearfish, St Paul  345  41,000  41,000  40,500  118.84  117.39
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel  27  –  1,806  2,095  66.89  77.59
Wall, First    203  2,100  –  2,100  –  10.34
Circuit 4 Totals  3,609  $122,130  $126,021  $113,155  34.92  31.35 

Circuit 5 – Mitchell
Armour, Redeemer  223  8,000  6,000  4,000  26.91  17.94
Chamberlain, Zion  401  –  1,605  8,495  4.00  21.18
Delmont, Zion  96  16,000  12,000  12,000  125.00  125.00
Dimock, Immanuel  169  19,000  9,883  8,949  58.48  52.95
Emery, St. Peter  73  3,000  2,642  3,800  36.19  52.05
Gregory, St. John  263  3,885  –  3,895  –  14.81
Hamill, Zion  33  –  –  –  –  –
Huron, Mount Calvary  771  70,000  34,404  48,116  44.62  62.41
Mitchell, Zion  590  29,350  19,560  22,005  33.15  37.30
Parkston, Faith  195  10,000  6,800  5,100  34.87  26.15
Plankinton, St. Paul  174  8,000  6,000  6,500  34.48  37.36
Tripp, Emmaus  64  –  1,000  4,500  15.63  70.31
White Lake, Trinity  100  8,000  9,800  8,850  98.00  88.50
Wessington Springs, Zion   75  –  650  650  8.67  8.67
Winner, Christ  73  2,000  1,000  1,000  13.70  13.70
Wolsey, St. John  216  13,400  3,770  7,671  17.45  35.51
Woonsocket, Mount Olive  11  –  –  –  –  –
Circuit 5 Totals  3,527  $190,635  $115,114  $145,531  32.64  41.26 

Circuit 6 – Freeman
Alexandria, St. Martin  81  –   1,000  –  12.35  –
Canistota, Zion  229  –   3,096  1,632  13.52  7.13
Emery, St. John  51  –  790  –  15.49  –
Freeman, St. Paul  281  9,000  4,737  7,529  16.86  26.79
Hartford, Trinity  97  –  –  1,250  –  12.89
Howard, St. John  115  4,000  4,570  –  39.74  –
Madison, Our Savior  210  3,600  2,700  2,400  12.86  11.43
Marion, Bethesda  61  2,500  –  1,500  –  24.59
Menno, Immanuel  63  4,500  1,830  2,442  29.05  38.76
Montrose, St. John  88  –  –  –  –  –
Parker, First English  43  2,000  2,000  1,810  46.51  42.09
Scotland, St. Paul  36  50  500  450  13.89  12.50
Spencer, Trinity  77  –  1,000  1,000  12.99  12.99
Wentworth, St. Peter  183  7,750  5,872  5,437  32.09  29.71
Circuit 6 Totals  1,615  $33,400  $28,095  $25,450  17.40  15.76

Circuit 7 – Sioux Falls
Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  296  13,200  9,900  8,915  33.45  30.12
Sioux Falls, Christ  90  1,500  2,550  1,125  28.33  12.50
Sioux Falls, Faith  609  43,500  32,625  35,500  53.57  58.29
Sioux Falls, Lord of Life  179  12,000  9,000  9,000  50.28  50.28
Sioux Falls, Memorial  729  39,500  24,130  20,140  33.10  27.63
Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer  320  27,400  23,617  7,117  73.80  22.24
Sioux Falls, Resurrection  227  –  7,500  7,500  33.04  33.04
Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf  35  –  –  –  –  –
Sioux Falls, Zion  637  40,000  40,000  43,000  62.79  67.50
Tea, Risen Savior  97  8,400  7,181  4,372  74.03  45.07
Circuit 7 Totals  3,219  $185,500  $156,503  $136,669  48.62  42.46

Circuit 8 – Yankton
Alcester, Peace  129  3,000  2,236  2,979  17.33  23.09
Avon, Zion  191  5,000  3,775  4,130  19.76  21.62
Centerville, First English  100  2,000  1,103  1,259  11.03  12.59
Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross  169  23,530  16,527  13,716  97.79  81.16
Fairfax, Trinity  88  4,500  2,500  4,500  28.41  51.14
Hurley, Zion  40  2,750  1,151  1,690  28.78  42.25
Springfield, Our Savior  28  –  –  –  –  –
Tyndall, St. John  128  2,500  –  –  –  –
Utica, Martinus  68  1,500  929  851  13.66  12.51
Vermillion, Concordia  83  –  6,480  6,480  78.07  78.07
Wagner, St. John  254  9,000  6,750  6,750  26.57  26.57
Yankton, St. John  1,067  53,000  35,334  22,083  33.12  20.70
Circuit 8 Totals  2,345  $106,780  $76,785  $64,438  32.74  27.48

GRAND TOTALS  21,819  $937,020  $738,709  $719,064  33.86  32.96  

Comm. Members: Communicant membership, as of Dec., 31, 2018 per LCMS Rosters and Statistics
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e are always in need of 
more submissions for 

the South Dakota District 
Lutheran Witness insert. Why 
should you send them in? It helps 
remind us of what God is doing 
around the district. It is also a way 
to share ideas for nurturing those 
God has already gathered into His 
church and for reaching those still 
outside of the flock with the Good 
News about Jesus. It finally reminds 
each of us that Christ’s church is 
much larger than just our particular 
congregation.

We welcome pictures and 
stories of congregational events, 
youth events, outreach events, 

installations, events from your 
men’s or women’s group, servant 
events, anniversaries, church 
renovations or additions, and much 
more. If you would like an upcoming 
event publicized, please make sure 
we have the information at least two 
months in advance. 

Please send submissions to Vonda 
Sturzenbecher at vsturzenbecher@
yahoo.com. They could also mailed 
to Vonda at 8605 Woodland Dr.; 
Black Hawk, SD 57718.

Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high resolution.

The deadline for the February 
2021 issue is Dec. 15.

Share your news with us!

From left, Rev. Levi Willms, associate pastor of St. 
John, Yankton, and LWML Yankton Zone counselor; 
Rev. Kurt Laskowsky, pastor of Zion, Hurley, and 
First English, Centerville; and Rev. Nabil Nour, pastor 
of Trinity, Hartford, all were present for the LWML 
Yankton Zone Fall Rally on Oct. 3. Pastor Willms 
led an opening devotion and Pastor Nour was the 
featured speaker. (Submitted by Patty Graff)

Things look a bit different for 
everyone these days, and that 
includes Lutherans Engage the 
World magazine, which high-
lights LCMS mission efforts 
domestically and overseas. In 
an effort to be good stewards of 
the generous gifts given to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, the magazine’s staff has 
decided to suspend the printing 
of the magazine this fall.

But even in these uncertain 
times, the work of the church 
continues, and the Lutherans 
Engage team is hard at work 
to bring you stories of how 
Christ’s mercy and the Gospel 
are still going forward — albeit 
in different ways than before. 

The Fall 2020 issue is avail-
able at engage.lcms.org, with 
a feature on how Lutherans 
are helping each other and the 
community in the aftermath 
of the devastating derecho in 
Iowa. There also will be stories 

LC
M

S/
Er

ik
 M

. L
un

sf
or

d

about how our church workers 
are meeting new challenges 
head-on. 

Although the magazine won’t 
be arriving in mailboxes right 
now, the same high-quality sto-
ries will continue to be posted 
to the website, along with addi-
tional multimedia content. 

To be notified by email when 
new issues are available, sign 
up at engage.lcms.org/ 
subscribe.

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

propriate. I was near the place the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ, entered human history 
to begin His mission of redeeming the 
world from sin. 

Jesus … the One who forgives me. The 
One who saves me. The One who brings 
me peace and joy.

He does the same for you, for He loves 
you. Shouldn’t we then bow in humble 
worship? Yes!

May Jesus and His saving gifts continue 
to be the focus of Christmas for you, even 
when the circumstances surrounding 
your celebration of Jesus’ birth in 2020 
are likely to be so different.

Your servant in Christ 
Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the Gospel”  
Rom. 1:16; 16:25-27

Rally in Yankton


